
Ramsey Free Public Library 

Program Policy  
 

Policy Purpose 

The library works to support its goals of providing diverse and rich programs to all members of 

the community. The library strives to provide educational, cultural and entertainment programs 

that provide opportunities for enrichment in a variety of areas and help to meet the information 

and educational needs of the Ramsey community.  

 

Application 

This policy governs all Library sponsored or co-sponsored programs. Events that are simply 

hosted by the library fall under the library’s Meeting Room Policy.  

 

Procedures  

The library utilizes staff expertise, collections, services and facilities in developing and delivering 

programming. The library’s staff members use the following criteria in making decisions about 

program topics, speakers, and accompanying resources: 

● Relevance to community interests and issues 

● Availability of program space 

● Treatment of content for intended audience 

● Presentation quality 

● Presenter’s background/qualifications in content area 

● Budget 

● Historical or educational significance 

● Connection to other community programs, exhibits and or/events 

● Relevance to the library’s mission, strategic planning goals, and programming goals  

● Relation to library collections, resources, programs, exhibits and/or events 

 

In addition, the library draws upon other community resources in developing programs and 

actively partners with other community agencies, organizations, educational and cultural 

institutions, and individuals to develop and present co-sponsored public programs. Professional 

performers and presenters that reflect specialized or unique expertise may be hired for library 

programs. Performers and presenters will not be excluded from consideration because of their 

age, sex, gender, gender identity, race, color, religion, creed, national origin, ethnicity, disability, 

marital status, sexual orientation, alienage or citizenship status, military or veteran’s status, 

background, political or social views, or because a program possibly might raise some 

controversy within the community.  

 

Library staff who present programs do so as part of their regular job duties and may not be hired 

as outside contractors to conduct programming or for any other purpose.  

 

All library programming is free and open to the public. The library’s philosophy of open access 

to information and ideas extends to library programming. All library programs are meant to be 

inclusive, without the promotion or use of hateful ideology or speech. Library sponsorship of a 



programs does not constitute an endorsement of the content of the program or the views 

expressed by participants, and program topics, speakers and resources.The library will not 

permit any programs, which encourage or promote hatred, obscenity or unlawful ideas or 

activities.  

 

Registration may be required for planning purposes or when space is limited. When registration 

is required, priority may be given to Ramsey residents. Library staff may refuse entrance to 

programs for any persons not pre-registered, when a space is limitation requirement is in effect.  

 

The library reserves the right to cancel a program at any time and for any or no stated reason. 

Programs scheduled on a day when the library is closed due to inclement weather are 

automatically cancelled. Rescheduling of such programs shall be at the discretion of the library.  

 

Programs may not promote or be used to advance commercial, religious, or partisan purposes, 

or for the solicitation of business. At events sponsored by the library, such as author talks and 

musical performances, pertinent items (i.e. books, musical recordings, etc.) of the author/artist 

may be sold. The library must pre-approve any sales of such items. External organizations or 

individuals partnering with the library on programs must coordinate marketing efforts with the 

library director or his/her designee.  

 

Library staff have the full authority to select, schedule and determine program topics, presenters 

and goals as is consistent with the goals set forth in this policy. This authority extends also to 

not selecting specific events, topics, speakers, program providers, or other program details at 

their discretion.  

 

 

Approved at a regular meeting of the Ramsey Free Public Library Board of Trustees on 

Monday, May 13th, 2019. 

 


